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SUBJ..uT' Ramparts: John Garwtt UND:.RHILL Jreoy
Samuammxse CUMMINGS, and |

1. Ramparts of June 1967, Vol. 5, No. ,iZ. PP 28-’59. contains
the following passagas adout Jubjocts: .

"The day after tha nssassination, Gary Underhill left
Vashington {a a hurry. l.ate in the evoning hs showsd up
at the homa. of friends in New Jorsey. He was very agitated.
A small elique within the Ul4 was rezponsible for ths as-
sassination, he confided, and he was afrald for his e and
probably would bava 1o lsave the country. Less than six
monthd later Underhill was {ound shot to death in hia
Washington apartment. The coroner ruled it suicida.

"J. Garrett Undarhill had been an intelllgenca agent
during world Wer 1 aad was a recognized authority oa limi-
ted warfars and amall a¥rma. A researcher and writar on

- .- military affairs, ha ¥as-on a first-name basis with many of
the top brass in the Pentagon. He was also an intimate terms
with a number of Aigh-rahking CIA officials--be was one of -
ths Agency's ‘na-peopla’ who perform special assignments.
/1t one time be had bosn a friend of Samual Camminga of
Interarmco, the arms broker that numbers among its cus-
tomers the ClA and, ironically, Xlein's Sporting Goods of
Chieago, {rom whence {_sts_/ tho mail-ordar Carcano alleg-
edly wao purchased by Cawald.,
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*The friends whom Lnd\.rhllx visited say ha was sober -
. but badly shoolt. 7hcy say ha attributed the Kennedy
‘mirdar to a CIA cliqua which was carrying on s lucrative

" racket in gun-runnln;,. narcotico and other contraband,

and m.\nipulaung polhical intrigus to serve ita own ends,
Kennedy supposcdly got wind that 'something vas going on

-and wae killed bciore he couild 'blow the whlntlo on it',

nlthongh the frionds had always known Underhill to be

" perfectly rational and objocuve. they at ﬂrst didn't mke
_his account seriously. 'l think the main reason waa,! -

explaine the husband, ‘that we couldn't belleve that the ,
ClA could contain. a corrupt-eleniont every bit as ruth- O

lesa-~-and more efficient--ae the mafia.’ o o

"The verdict ol sulcide ln Underhlll'a death is by 8o
means conviancing. His body wae found by a writing
collaboratoy, Asher Brynes of the New Republic. He¢
had been shot behind the laff oar, and an automatic pistol
vwas under his left side. Cdd, snys Brynes, bocause
Underhill was righi-handed. Erynes thinke the plstol
was fitted with a silencer, and occupants of the apartment
bullding could not racall hearing a shot. "Underhill obvi-
ously had been doad several days.

"Garry Underhill's chilling story is hardly {mplausidble,
Ap a apy apparatus the Cla {8 boneycombod with s¢lf-
containod cliques operating without any real central comrol. evs!

2, ~ check of Ageacy recorda has ylelded the following {nformation

about Joha Garrett UNODZRBILL Jr.

a. DPOB: 7 August 1915, Brooklyn.

!
b. sttended high school'in brouklyn and wag graduatad
from Harvard in 1937, .

¢, Diled 8 May 1964.

SECRET
RYBAT




104-10189-10066

SEORET

Y

3

d. iras a pictorlal journalist for Lifc, 1938-1942.

e. Crdorodto acuvvo duty with MIS, ..‘aa‘hmgm.n. as
a sgcond Heutamm. on 8 July 1943, Served with MIS
for 2-1/2 yeara, worldng ou technical and photographic

e’.'“'hcadlngs for MIS publicauons. evaluation of tntolligence,
2 and cnemy. un“ormo. {nsignia, weapons, ¢tc. On

"9 Octobar 1945 recolved a Jar Lepartment staff citation
" for superior work in.military lntemgenco. Loft active’

uuty in May 1946. R

‘f. ClA>memoranda of ¥ ebrunry and Cctobor 1949

.show that there was lnterast by the New York offica of
CC, Contacts Division, in using Subject as a coatact for
Ioic’ign intolligence. Nama checks were conducted with
various military members of the intelligence community,

. but these ylolded tnaufficient information, and CC was
advised that contact should bs Javeloped with caution, on
a limited basis, and that Subjact was not to recelve in-
formation classified higher than confidential.

g+ On 12 March 1957 national agency chocks were
agaia requested on Subjoct becanss of interast by the

Clfice of Socurity,

h. A UP article of unknown date cites an article written
by UNDERHILL for isquire.. The article described the U.S.
. Army as shockingly woak. The UF plece stated that
UNDERHILL served-in milltary intolligonce in “orld war
11 and Korea., UNDRHILL sald that he had served as a con-
" sultant [probably in 1936/ to an AArmy coowdimating group.

1. A report of 6 August 1954 from the Office of Sacurity,
Depurtment of State, concerns contacts between UNDIIHILL
apd one Herman AXESLBANK, who wase fryingf to sall photo-
grapihs of Soviet military subjects, UNDERIILL reported

these contacto to the »'13f and to CIA. In November 1949
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A  UNDERHILL visitod “Vashington to call the attentioa of GIA to
FE certain AXELBANK pictures and was advised that Colliers

f . . mlgbt be Interested in some of them for an article on Rusala,
: UNDr."iHLL dhcuoee(. ALLLBANK with "Mcky" Haskine of
ClA. .

. 3. Cn the basls of the foregoing an inquiry was mado of direc~
‘toe, Domeouc Contact ..wrvice. whose office providod the attached

rcyly.

. 4. A check of Agency racords has yieldcd t.hc follewing tn!o:mouoa
about Samuél Goorge CUMMINGS, 201-1 78343. .

| , : " a. DPCB 4 February 1927 Philadelphia.

b. President and eole owner of INTERARMCG,
"probably the lnrgest international arms deator in the
world"”. (CIR-01282, 16 soptomber-1960.)

c. Wao a staff employse of CIA from Decembor 1930
to November 1933. HVCW-2756, 5 August 1957, an'wall
as other vefnrences, list him-as a former ataff employee
who has no present Cla affillations but who continuos to
act as an FBl gourcs.

d. Cther intelilgence contacts: State, DIA, and the
“est German BND.

) e. The INTERARMCO firm has becn used by CIA %o
acquire and diapose of weapons, ammanition. atc. CIlA
hnd no coatrol of the firm and no proprictary intorest in
2. |

f. Aneatry of -1 June 1967 states that Subject has been
terminated without prajudlce.
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- $. igency records contsin numerous roforences 1o INTZRARMCO,

6. It 15 poted that Subjects have not appeared to dats in any pubuc
or classiflad roporta-of tho Garrison investigation {in Now Crlsans.:
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